PREFACE

IT was evidently the failure of Peveril of the Peak that made
Scott resolve to extend his fictional territory to foreign soil, and
he chose as theme France in the fifteenth century during the
reign of Louis XL Although he relied on historical works for
his material, on i8th December 1822 he wrote to Constable, his
publisher, the always ready provider of printed sources:' Books
of history help me little except Commines/ 1 But it was the
topographical side of his subject which caused him most trouble
when he was in the throes of the new novel, entitled Quentin
Durward.

In the same letter to Constable he added:' I think there must
be some description of the village & Castle of Plessis les Tours
in some of the numerous modern tours, or in some of the old
geographical & statistical accounts of France there are Delices
de la France & books of that kind/ 2 But, despite poring over
maps and gazetteers in the Advocates' Library, Edinburgh, the
topography of Plessis still evaded him. ' It is a vile place this
village of Plessis les Tour/ he informed Constable on 23rd
January 1823, 'that can baffle both you & me. It is a place
famous in history and moreover is as your gazetteer assures us a
village of 1000 inhabitants yet I have not found it in any map
provincial or general which I have consulted. ... In the
meantime I am getting on and instead of description holding
the place of sense I must try to make such sense as I can find
hold the place of description/ 3

Quentin Durward appeared in three volumes in June 1823.
It was Scott's first venture in a foreign field. The plot is well
constructed and moves briskly. We are spared the too fre-
quent longueurs of Peveril. Quentin Durward, a brave young
Scotsman of good family, goes to France to seek his fortune and
engages himself in the corps of the Scottish Archers of the
Guard of Louis XL Pleased with the youth, Louis sends him
on a strange mission. It happens that under the royal pro-
tection there are two vassals of the Duke of Burgundy: the

1 Memoires tie Phihppe de Commynes {Paris, 1566).
* Letters of Sir Walter Scott, vol. vii (1934), pp. 283-4.
8 Ibid., vol. vii, p. 322.